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Africa largely depends on natural resources to achieve development and growth. However, realizing these goals may be difficult with the changes in climate. This climate change is due to low adaptive capacity which is altering the pathway to development in Africa. Loss of biodiversity is due to desertification, clearing forests for charcoal, and climate change. The continent has highly variable rainfall resulting in uneven distribution of water resources. The areas of land developed and water resources harnessed in Africa for irrigation are below potential. The food crisis has passed globally but still remains a challenge in Africa ("Slave trade: How African foods influenced modern American cuisine," 2015). This issue has led to the low living standards of people living African rural areas. Strategies prioritizing rural development and agriculture assuming that it will address poverty in rural areas do not meet the intended goal ("Apartheid is long gone, but African food is still hard to find in Cape Town," 2016). The main beneficiaries of this strategy are the wealthy and well-connected businesses and wealthy farmers.    
Most of the developing countries especially in the African continent, have a protuberant feature of divide between urban and rural areas. This characteristic is measured by consumption, income, and numerous non-monetary life aspects. The inequality within these countries is a result of the rural-urban gap. An example of this divide is the living standards of those residing in Nigeria.  Nigerians living in villages have floors made of dirt while those in urbans areas live in houses with wooden or stone-made floors. Also, a third of Nigerians living in rural areas have no toilet facility while virtually all residents in the urban areas have one, however rudimental.
Africa has been recorded as the poorest continent on earth. The populations mostly affected are women, children, and the weakest members of the society. The key causes of poverty in Africa are war and crises, population growth, illnesses, climate, lack of agricultural infrastructure. More than a quarter in the world and one fifth of those in Africa are hungry and malnourished respectively. 30% of children in Africa suffer from growth disorders which causes mental and physical underdevelopment. 59 million children in the sub-Saharan Africa between ages 5 and 17 fight poverty instead of attending school or playing. The issue of poverty in Africa is significantly a result of slow growth.  
Gender inequality is one of the significant threats to the future of African growth. Women offer a large contribution to Africa’s economy ("3 smart cities planned for South Africa," 2021). This gender is active economically than women in other areas. They grow most of their food and own a third of all businesses. However, women are not given a chance to fulfill their potential and prevents expansion of the continent’s economy. These women spend lots of time in less productive pursuits like fetching firewood and water. African women work for longer hours than men but have a wide pay gap between them. The failure to embrace gender diversity will prevent women and Africa’s overall economic growth fro reaching potential. 
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